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1. A computer-implemented method for creating a graphical automation 
client which is operable to invoke a method of an object, wherein the method for creating 
the graphical program operates in a computer including a display screen and a user input 
device, wherein the onject is exported by an automation server, the method for creating 
the graphical program comprising: 

displaying on theWreen an automation invoke node in response to user input; 
providing class information to said automation invoke node, wherein said class 
information specifies an automation class from which the object may be instantiated; 

providing type libraiV information to said automation invoke node, wherein said 
type library information specifies a type library associated with the automation server; 

querying said type library to determine a set of methods which can be invoked on 
said object; 

displaying on the screer/saj^setpf methods based on said querying; 
wherein said automation invoke node is operable to invoke one of said methods. 



2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising: 
selecting a method from said set\of methods, in response to user input, to be 
20 invoked by said automation invoke node. 



25 



3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising: 
constructing execution instructions in Vesponse to said graphical automation 

client, wherein said execution instructions are operable to instantiate an object of said 

automation class and invoke said method of said object. 



4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, further comprising: 
executing said execution instructions, wherein s$id automation invoke node 
invokes said method on said object during said executing. 
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5. A computer-implemented method for creating a graphical automation 
client which is operable to invoke a property of an object, wherein the method operates in 
a computer includmg a display screen and a user input device, wherein the object is 
exported by an automation server, the method comprising: 

displaying on me screen an automation property node in response to user input; 

providing class information to said automation property node, wherein said class 
information specifies an automation class from which the object may be instantiated; 

providing type library information to said automation property node, wherein said 
type library information specifies a type library associated with the automation server; 

querying said type library to determine a set of properties which can be invoked 
on said object; V— ^ 

displaying on the screey saickset of properties based on said querying; 

wherein said automatioB^ropo^ is operable to invoke one or more of said 
m properties. \ 

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 5, further comprising: 
selecting one or more propertiesVfrom said set of properties, in response to user 

input, to be invoked by said automation property node. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 5, further comprising: 
constructing execution instructions m response to said graphical automation 

client, wherein said execution instructions are\ operable to instantiate an object of said 
automation class and invoke said one or more properties of said object. 

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 7, further comprising: 
executing said execution instructions, wherein said automation property node 

invokes said one or more properties on said object during said executing. 



Atty. DktNo.: 5150-18301 



Page 45 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 



9. W computer-readable storage medium comprising program instructions, 
wherein said program instructions are operable to implement the steps of: 

displaying on a screen an automation invoke node in response to user input; 

providing class information to said automation invoke node, wherein said class 
information specifies an automation class from which the object may be instantiated; 

providing type library information to said automation invoke node, wherein said 
type library informatioi^specifies a type library associated with an automation server; 

querying said type library to determine a set of methods which can be invoked on 
said object; \ 

displaying on the screen said set of methods based on said querying; 

wherein said automation invoke node is operable to invoke one of said methods. 

10. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 9, further comprising 
program instructions operable tolmplement the steps of: 

selecting a method from yss^dset^pf^nethods, in response to user input, to be 
invoked by said automation invoke node. 

11. The computer-readable \storage medium of claim 9, further comprising 
program instructions operable to implement the steps of: 

instantiating an object of said automation class and invoking said method of said 
object. \ 

12. A computer-readable storage medium comprising program instructions, 
wherein said program instructions are operable to\implement the steps of: 

displaying on a screen an automation property node in response to user input; 

providing class information to said automation property node, wherein said class 
information specifies an automation class from which the object may be instantiated; 

providing type library information to said automation property node, wherein said 
type library information specifies a type library associated with an automation server; 
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querying said type library to determine a set of properties which can be invoked 
on said object; 

displaying on the screen said set of properties based on said querying; 
wherein \aid automation property node is operable to invoke one of said 
5 properties. \ 

13. The comptate£readable storage medium of claim 12, further comprising 
program instructions opembte^mmpkment the steps of: 

selecting a property from said set of properties, in response to user input, to be 
10 invoked by said automation property node. 

14. The computer-readable^storage medium of claim 12, further comprising 
program instructions operable to implement the steps of: 

instantiating an object of said automation class and invoking said property of said 
15 object. \ 




Atty. Dkt. No.: 5150-18301 



Page 47 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 



